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Political Violence; Crime
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11/15/2016

The Department of State warns U.S. citizens against travel to Burundi due to ongoing political
tensions, armed violence, and the potential for civil unrest. This replaces the Travel Warning
dated March 11, 2016.
Political violence persists throughout Burundi in the aftermath of the country’s contested
elections, an attempted coup d’etat, and debate over the President’s eligibility for a third term.
Gunfire and grenade attacks by armed groups occur frequently. Police and military
checkpoints throughout the country can restrict freedom of movement. Police have searched
the homes of private U.S. citizens as a part of larger weapons searches.
Incursions across the eastern Democratic Republic of Congo border by rebel forces,
ex-combatants, and youth gangs have resulted in occasional violent clashes, attacks on
civilians, and kidnappings.
Armed criminals ambush vehicles, particularly on the roads leading out of Bujumbura. U.S.
Embassy personnel are subject to restrictions when traveling in certain areas of Burundi and
may be subject to other constraints as security conditions warrant. U.S. Embassy personnel
are prohibited from traveling outside of Bujumbura at night, and trips to the Bujumbura
neighborhoods of Cibitoke, Gasenyi, Kamenge, Kinama, Musaga, Mutakura, and Ngagara,
require advance approval.
For more information:

    See the State Department's travel website for the Worldwide Caution, Travel
Warnings, Travel Alerts, and Country Specific Information for Burundi.
    Enroll in the Smart Traveler Enrollment Program (STEP) to receive security messages and
make it easier to locate you in an emergency.
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    Contact the U.S. Embassy in Burundi located on the corner of Avenue des Etats-Unis and
Avenue du Cinquantenaire in Bujumbura, at +257-22-20-7000, 7:30 a.m. to 5:15 p.m. Monday
through Thursday and 7:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. on Friday. After-hours emergency number for
U.S. citizens is +257-22-20-7318, or +257-79-93-88-41.
    Call 1-888-407-4747 toll-free in the United States and Canada or +1-202-501-4444 from
other countries from 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. Eastern Standard Time, Monday through Friday
(except U.S. federal holidays).
    Follow us on Twitter and Facebook


