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Security Message for U.S. Citizens: Caracas (Venezuela), Nationwide Opposition Protests
October 26

Riots/Civil Unrest

Western Hemisphere > Venezuela

10/25/2016

The Embassy warns U.S. citizens in Venezuela of demonstrations organized by La Mesa de
la Unidad Democratica (MUD), on October 26 throughout Venezuela.

The MUD, a group of opposition parties, has called for national protests on October 26,
starting at 9:00 am and lasting throughout the day, in response to the postponement of the
recall referendum.  As a precaution, travel on October 26, 2016 will be restricted to the Valle
Arriba area for all Chief of Mission personnel.

In Caracas:  Tomorrow’s protest is expected to originate in various parts of Caracas at
approximately 9:00 am and possible obstruct the Francisco Fajardo highway. 
Assembly areas will include:
El Distribuidor de Santa Fe
Avenida Principal de Caurimare
Avenida Francisco de Miranda in the areas surrounding Unicentro El Marques and C.C.
Parque Cristal
Avenida principal de Santa Monica
Avenida O’higgins de El Paraíso
Avenida Libertador en la Casa Nacional de AD.
 
Throughout Venezuela:  U.S. citizens living, working or traveling in Venezuela are strongly
encouraged to avoid demonstrations and exercise extreme caution if in the vicinity of any
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large gatherings, protests, or demonstrations.  The Embassy recommends monitoring traffic
reports and local news for further information on protest locations and routes.  
 
The Embassy reminds citizens that even demonstrations intended to be peaceful can turn
confrontational and escalate into violence.  Road closures are expected.  We anticipate large
crowds for these events.  Expect traffic disruptions and police/military presence in and around
these locations throughout Caracas, particularly State capitols.  Clashes between
demonstrators, counter-demonstrators, and Venezuelan security forces are possible.
 
For more information:
 
Follow us on Twitter and Facebook. Updated messages will also be posted to Facebook,
Twitter, and the Embassy website.  
Enroll in the Smart Traveler Enrollment Program (STEP) (https://step.state.gov/step) to
receive security messages and make it easier to locate you in an emergency.
Contact the U.S. Embassy in Venezuela, located at Calle F con Calle Surapure, Lomas de
Valle Arriba, at +58 212-975-6411 3:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. Monday through Friday.  After-hours
emergency number for U.S. citizens is 0212-907-8400.
Call 1-888-407-4747 toll-free in the United States and Canada or 1-202-501-4444 from other
countries from 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. Eastern Standard Time, Monday through Friday (except
U.S. federal holidays).
The MUD, a group of opposition parties, has called for national protests on October 26,
starting at 9:00 am and lasting throughout the day, in response to the postponement of the
recall referendum.  As a precaution, travel on October 26, 2016 will be restricted to the Valle
Arriba area for all Chief of Mission personnel.  
In Caracas:  Tomorrow’s protest is expected to originate in various parts of Caracas at
approximately 9:00 am and possible obstruct the Francisco Fajardo highway.
Assembly areas will include:

    El Distribuidor de Santa Fe
    Avenida Principal de Caurimare
    Avenida Francisco de Miranda in the areas surrounding Unicentro El Marques and C.C.
Parque Cristal
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    Avenida principal de Santa Monica
    Avenida O’higgins de El Paraíso
    Avenida Libertador en la Casa Nacional de AD.

Throughout Venezuela:  U.S. citizens living, working or traveling in Venezuela are strongly
encouraged to avoid demonstrations and exercise extreme caution if in the vicinity of any
large gatherings, protests, or demonstrations.  The Embassy recommends monitoring traffic
reports and local news for further information on protest locations and routes.

The Embassy reminds citizens that even demonstrations intended to be peaceful can turn
confrontational and escalate into violence.  Road closures are expected.  We anticipate large
crowds for these events.  Expect traffic disruptions and police/military presence in and around
these locations throughout Caracas, particularly State capitols.  Clashes between
demonstrators, counter-demonstrators, and Venezuelan security forces are possible.

For more information:

    Follow us on Twitter and Facebook. Updated messages will also be posted to Facebook,
Twitter, and the Embassy website.  
    Enroll in the Smart Traveler Enrollment Program (STEP)(https://step.state.gov/step) to
receive security messages and make it easier to locate you in an emergency.
    Contact the U.S. Embassy in Venezuela, located at Calle F con Calle Surapure, Lomas de
Valle Arriba, at +58 212-975-6411 3:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. Monday through Friday.  After-hours
emergency number for U.S. citizens is 0212-907-8400.
    Call 1-888-407-4747 toll-free in the United States and Canada or 1-202-501-4444 from
other countries from 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. Eastern Standard Time, Monday through Friday
(except U.S. federal holidays).


