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Crime; Political Violence
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10/19/2016

The Department of State warns U.S. citizens to avoid travel to the Central African Republic
(CAR) due to an unpredictable security situation subject to rapid deterioration, activities of
armed groups, and violent crime. We urge U.S. citizens who are currently in CAR to consider
departing. U.S. citizens in CAR who require consular assistance should contact the U.S.
Embassy in Yaounde, Cameroon. This replaces the Travel Warning dated April 14, 2016.
The potential for sectarian violence remains high. Indiscriminate violence and looting has
occurred in CAR since the overthrow of the government in March 2013. Despite the peaceful
election of a new president in 2016 and the continued presence of a United Nations
stabilization force, the security situation remains fragile. In the event of unrest, airport, land
border, and road closures may occur with little or no notice.
For further information:

    See the State Department's travel website for the Worldwide Caution, Travel Warnings,
Travel Alerts, and Country Specific Information for the Central African Republic.
    Enroll in the Smart Traveler Enrollment Program (STEP). U.S. citizens who decide to travel
to or remain in the CAR despite this Travel Warning are urged to provide their current contact
information and next-of-kin information through STEP.
    U.S. citizens in CAR in need of emergency assistance should contact the U.S. Embassy in
Yaounde, Cameroon; E-mail: YaoundeACS@state.gov.  Telephone: From a mobile phone
dial 00-237-22220-1500 ext. 4341/4023; from a landline dial 00-237-2220-1500 ext.
4341/4023 (Monday through Friday, 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. local time).  Emergencies: From a
mobile phone dial 00-237-22220-1500, ext. 4531; from a landline dial 00-237-2220-1500, ext.
4531. Please note that due to local connectivity issues, not all mobile providers may work at
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all times. If you cannot get through, please try another service provider.  Call 1-888-407-4747
toll-free in the United States and Canada or 1-202-501-4444 from other countries from 8:00
a.m. to 8:00 p.m. Eastern Standard Time, Monday through Friday (except U.S. federal
holidays).
    Follow us on Twitter and Facebook.


