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Overall Crime and Safety Situation

Brunei Darussalam is a small country (5,765 square kilometers) on the northwest part of
Borneo island in Southeast Asia. With a population of approximately 423,000, Bandar Seri
Begawan is the capital and the center of all government services. Brunei’s main source of
national income is the export of oil and gas, which has allowed the country to prosper for
several decades. 

Post Crime Rating: Low

Crime Threats

Crimes against expatriates are uncommon. Most crimes are non-violent, crimes of opportunity
(petty theft, residential/vehicle burglaries). Violent crimes are rare, but they do occur. Many
crimes carry severe penalties, and punishments include jail, fines, caning, or deportation for
foreigners.
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Credit card fraud is not rampant but remains a risk. 

Firearms, alcohol, prostitution, drugs, and gambling are illegal. Prostitution by foreign workers
continues to be targeted by police.

Transportation-Safety Situation

There are approximately 2,153 kilometers of roads. The best developed road network is in the
Brunei-Muara district, where most people live. There is a coastal highway (the Sultan Haji
Hassanal Bolkiah Highway) that runs from Muara to Jerudong and Tutong and ends Kuala
Belait. This road network is the primary means of movement for goods and services on land,
and the volume of traffic has been increasing annually. The roads are comparable to most
Western countries and are well-maintained.  

Brunei has a lower traffic injury and death rate than all other ASEAN countries except
Singapore. Vehicle ownership is estimated to be greater than 210,000, but only about 160,000
of all vehicles on the roads in any year are registered. 

The Royal Brunei Police Force routinely sets up checkpoints, particularly at night and on
holiday weekends. These checkpoints are normally set up for two reasons: 
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1) for routine license and registration checks; and 

2) suspicion of driving while intoxicated/possession of contraband. 

If you are stopped, be prepared to show your identification card and vehicle registration. You
should always have your insurance policy in the car. In case of an accident you will need all
three documents.

When driving, keep your doors locked and wear seat belts. Do not leave items of value in
plain view or in an unlocked car.  

Public Transportation Conditions 

Most Bruneians own cars. As a result, public transport and taxis are not in great demand,
although they are available. A bus system operates during the daylight hours in Bandar Seri
Begawan, though routes and frequency are not convenient for use as a normal means of
transport. A limited number of buses also operate between the city centers. Chauffeur-driven
or rental cars are available for hire through major hotels or the airport. Taxis can be more
expensive than rates in the U.S.; negotiation before entering the taxi is sometimes possible.
The fare from the airport to Bandar Seri Begawan is about US$12-30, depending on taxi
availability and the driver. 

Terrorism Threat
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Post Terrorism Rating: Low

Local, Regional, and International Terrorism Threats/Concerns

There are no known indigenous terrorist organizations, and Brunei is not a known base of
support/sympathy for terrorists. Due to its close proximity to Indonesia and the southern
Philippines, Brunei faces the same threat of transnational terrorism as other Western
countries; however, Brunei has not experienced any terrorism-related incidents, and the
government remains proactive in ensuring Brunei’s tranquility. There are no known threats
against Americans or U.S. interests.

Political, Economic, Religious, and Ethnic Violence

Brunei is a moderate Muslim nation that shares the island of Borneo with Malaysia and
Indonesia and is near the southern Philippines. The government provides an abundance of
social support to its citizens and generous benefits to government employees that have
resulted in domestic stability since Brunei’s independence in 1984.

Post Political Violence Rating: Low
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Civil Unrest

Demonstrations are permitted but must be authorized by the government under strict controls.
With the exception of a 2009 protest over unpaid wages by Bangladeshi workers, there have
been no records of demonstrations or protests, and none are anticipated in the near future.  

Police Response

Travelers are strongly urged to carry a copy of their passport with them, as police will most
always ask for identification for all parties involved in any type of incident. 

The Sultan of Brunei announced the adoption of a Sharia Penal Code (SPC) in October 2013
to be rolled out in a three phase process. The first phase of the law, which generally includes
laws punishable by fines or imprisonment, went into effect May 1, 2014. Phases two and
three, both of which include more severe penalties, including amputation and death for crimes
(theft, apostasy, sodomy), have not yet been implemented, and no implementation dates have
been announced. Some of these laws may be unfamiliar to Westerners, especially
non-Muslims, such as laws against eating during fasting hours of Ramadan, drinking alcohol
in public, and an unmarried couple cohabiting, if one or both is Muslim. There has been
limited enforcement of the SPC to date, and it has had limited impact on U.S. citizens. There
has been one prosecution of a case under new statutes introduced with the SPC, involving an
immigrant Indonesian worker charged with smoking during the fasting hours of Ramadan. The
accused was convicted and is serving a six-month sentence in lieu of a fine. There also have
been cases of khalwat, or close proximity causing suspicion, but these cases were also
brought under the more limited Sharia law that predated the SPC. There have been no other
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reported arrests under the SPC, though authorities have cited the law in warnings to people
who posted comments online that were considered against official religious practice. 

The importation of firearms (parts, components) is strictly prohibited, and the illegal
possession of firearms or explosives carries severe penalties. Attempts to circumvent alcohol
controls can result in arrest and criminal prosecution. Prostitution is illegal, and harsh
penalties can result from engaging in the solicitation of prostitutes.

Penalties for possession, use, or trafficking in illegal drugs are severe, and convicted
offenders can expect long jail sentences, heavy fines or even the death penalty. Under the
current law, possession of the following carries the death penalty: more than 15 grams of
heroin, ecstasy, and morphine derivatives; more than 30 grams of cocaine; more than 500
grams of cannabis; more than 50 grams of methamphetamine; or more than 1.2 kilograms of
opium. Possession of lesser amounts can result in a minimum 20-year jail term and caning.

How to Handle Incidents of Police Detention or Harassment

In the event of police detention, Americans should request to contact the U.S. Embassy. The
24-hour number for the Embassy is +673-238-4616 x 2162 and the Duty Officer can be
reached at +673-873-0691. The Embassy Local Guard Force operates 24-hours a day, seven
days a week, and all guards speak English.

Crime Victim Assistance
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Ambulance: 991

Police: 993

Fire: 995

Search & Rescue: 998

Police/Security Agencies

The two main civil law enforcement agencies are the Royal Brunei Police Force (RBPF) and
the Brunei Internal Security Department (BISD). 

The RBPF is a uniformed force comparable to any big city police department. They are
generally professional and courteous. Response times vary, and delays up to 30 minutes can
be expected. Most officers speak English, but some, especially from the reserve units, have
limited English-speaking ability. 

The BISD is similar to the FBI, with a broader mandate regarding national security concerns
(terrorism, organized crime, smuggling, internal threats).

Medical Emergencies
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There is adequate care for basic medical conditions; however, due to unpredictable shortages
of materials and uncertain support staff, surgeries/complicated care is best obtained in
countries with a better developed healthcare system (Singapore). The emergency medical
phone number is 991.

Contact Information for Recommended Hospitals/Clinics

Jerudong Park Medical Centre (JPMC), www.jpmc.com.bn, is a private hospital that is a joint
venture with Gleneagles of Singapore. JPMC offers a comprehensive range of medical and
surgical facilities that include an internationally-recognized specialized cardiology and
cardiothoracic surgical care unit. JPMC has routine medical care facilities that can
accommodate those cases from the simplest of conditions to the most severe. However,
Jerudong does not have a trauma unit.

Raja Isteri Pengiran Anak Saleha (RIPAS), www.moh.gov.bn/medhealthservices/ripas.htm, in
Bandar Seri Begawan, has emergency room services and screened blood supplies. RIPAS is
a large government hospital that has a surgical intensive care unit, a pediatric ward, and an
Accident and Emergency unit. 

RIPAS and JPMC share many of the same doctors.

Air Ambulance Service
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Air ambulance service is not available in Brunei; however, it can be coordinated out of
Singapore.  

Recommended Insurance Posture

Ensure you have adequate travel health insurance and accessible funds to cover the cost of
any medical treatment abroad and repatriation, including an air ambulance coverage should
that become necessary. 

Country-specific Vaccination and Health Guidance 

Brunei is a tropical rain forest and has a variety of wildlife, including many venomous snakes
and animals. RIPAS hospital carries anti-venom for most locally found species. For additional
information on vaccines and health guidance visit the CDC at:
http://wwwnc.cdc.gov/travel/destinations/traveler/none/brunei.

OSAC Country Council Information

There is no standing OSAC Country Council in Brunei. American businesses were briefed on
the roles and benefits in December 2013, and while there was initial interest from company
representatives, there has been little follow-up. This may be due to the low threat rating
against Americans in country and the historic lack of an organization in Brunei representing
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U.S. economic interests. The recent establishment of the Brunei-U.S. Association (BUSA)
offers an opportunity to organize an OSAC committee under the BUSA umbrella. The
Regional Security Officer can answer security-related questions and can be reached at
+673-238-4616 ext. 2141. To reach the OSAC East Asia Pacific team, please email
OSACEAP@state.gov.

U.S. Embassy Location and Contact Information

U.S. Embassy Brunei

Simpang 336-52-16-9, Jalan Duta

Bandar Seri Begawan, Brunei

Business hours: Mon-Fri, 7:45 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Embassy Contact Numbers

Embassy switchboard from outside Brunei: +673-238-4616; fax +673-238-4604

Duty Officer (after-hours emergencies): +673-873-0691

Regional Security Officer: +673-238-4616 ext. 2141
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Website: http://brunei.usembassy.gov

Embassy Guidance

As the Department of State continues to develop information on any potential security threats
to U.S. citizens overseas, it shares that information through consular information program
documents, available at: http://travel.state.gov. Travelers should review consular information
available online or contact the U.S. Embassy in Brunei for up-to-date information on the new
Sharia Penal Code and its application.

Tips on How to Avoid Becoming a Victim

Situational Awareness Best Practices 

Use common sense security practices when you are in a new or unfamiliar area. Inquire at
your hotel or the Embassy about places to see and areas to avoid. 

If using an ATM, search for one that has an indoor area with controlled entry. Travelers should
verify credit card/bank statements often as a precaution.


