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Overall Crime and Safety Situation

The overall security situation in Dushanbe is calm. However, Tajikistan faces a number of
economic, political, and border challenges that can affect the security environment. Changes
to the security situation could lead to a rise in crime.

Post Crime Rating: High

Crime Threats

The crime rates in Tajikistan and its capital, Dushanbe, are relatively low, but the U.S.
Department of State rates Tajikistan as high for crime due to the inability of local police to
detect, deter, and investigate criminal activity.
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Tajikistan has seen an increase in crime in recent years, but to a large degree it has not
affected Westerners. However, crimes of opportunity do occur. Criminal groups and terrorists
do not distinguish between official and civilian targets. Westerners are easily identified, and
criminals act on the perception that they have money. Reports of petty theft and unarmed
robberies are common.

Cybersecurity Issues

Internet penetration remains low, and instances of cyber crime are comparatively rare and
unsophisticated. The infrequent occurrence of cyber crime makes it a low priority for law
enforcement, who have only a minimal capacity to combat it.

Other Areas of Concern

Territorial disputes along the Uzbek and Kyrgyz borders have the potential to develop into
armed conflict. There were several instances of armed skirmishes between Tajik and Kyrgyz
border guards from 2013 through August 2015, particularly in the area of Isfara and the
Vorukh enclave. Current information about travel restrictions or areas of concern can be found
on the Embassy’s website.

Up-country travel poses its own risks. Upcountry roads that traverse mountainous terrain
along the Afghan border are difficult to navigate year-round. Sufficient emergency equipment
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(satellite phone, shovel, snow chains in the winter; food, water, blankets at all times) should
be taken on upcountry trips.

During July-August 2012, the government closed off areas of the Gorno-Badakshan
Autonomous Region (in the Pamirs) to conduct security operations against local criminal
leaders suspected in the murder of a government official. Travelers to the Pamir region must
obtain special permission from the Department of Visas and Registration of the Ministry of
Internal Affairs. Not all border crossing points are open to third-country nationals, so tourists
should plan their travel carefully.

Transportation-Safety Situation

Road Safety and Road Conditions 

Transportation infrastructure is gradually improving though erratic driving and car accidents
are common. Drivers should have a thorough knowledge of Tajik traffic regulations and
practice defensive driving techniques.

Pedestrians do not cross streets at dedicated crossing points and often do not look both ways
before crossing. 
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Drivers of personal vehicles should expect taxis and small “marshrutka” shared taxis to stop
unexpectedly or swerve in front of them to pick up/drop off a fare. Tajik drivers do not always
check traffic before merging onto a busy roadway and frequently drive the wrong way down
one-way streets. Often traffic lights do not work, and the right-of-way in major traffic circles
can be different depending on the circle.

Traffic police regularly pull cars over to check documents. Occasionally, several armed men in
camouflage uniforms, usually from the security services, accompany the traffic police. In most
cases, this occurs prior to and during major celebrations/events. Usually, they check driver
identification/vehicle registration documents, luggage, and the interior of vehicle.

When in a vehicle, always keep doors locked and windows up. Do not leave any valuables in
view inside the car.

Public Transportation Conditions 

In Dushanbe, public transportation vehicles are often overcrowded and not always safe.

Aviation/Airport Conditions

The addition of a new terminal building has increased the functionality of Dushanbe
International Airport. Aviation security generally conforms to international standards. Flights
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in/out are subject to short notice cancellation due to weather, and domestic flights are often
overloaded. Foreigners have reported harassment and requests for bribes at Dushanbe
International Airport, often over allegedly incorrect documentation. A list of aviation incidents
and accidents in Tajikistan can be found on the website of the Aviation Safety network.

Terrorism Threat

Post Terrorism Rating:  Medium

Local, Regional, and International Terrorism Threats/Concerns

Supporters of regional terrorist groups (Islamic Movement of Uzbekistan (IMU), the Islamic
Jihad Union (IJU), Jamaat Ansarallah (JA)) aim to overthrow Central Asian governments and
create an Islamic state. Militants affiliated with these groups are thought to be responsible for
the 2009 and 2010 attacks on government troops and skirmishes in the Rasht Valley.
Transnational terrorist groups (al-Qai’da) are not known to operate in Tajikistan. In 2014, it
was reported that several hundred ethnic Tajiks joined the Islamic State in Iraq and the Levant
(ISIL), supporting militant activity in Iraq and Syria. In 2015, there were multiple reports of
Tajik youths flying the ISIL flag.  

September 23, 2010: A vehicle-borne improvised explosive device (VBIED) detonated outside
a police headquarters building in Khujand, killing two police officers and wounding 26 others.
JA claimed responsibility.
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January 9-10, 2013: 18 members of banned organizations, reportedly IMU, were arrested;
one member was killed, and another was wounded during a skirmish in Matcha district of
Sughd Region. One police officer was wounded.

January 14, 2013: A traffic police officer was killed and his partner was wounded in
Konibodom in the Sughd Region. Members of IMU were accused of this murder. One of
murderers was killed on the spot, and another was arrested.

January 19, 2013: A police officer was wounded by an IMU member who set off a hand
grenade during a police raid in Khujand in the Sughd Region.

December 19, 2014: Four Tajik border guards were kidnapped along the Afghan border and
held for ransom by a group reportedly affiliated with the Taliban.

Because of increased security at official U.S. facilities, terrorists may seek softer civilian
targets (residential areas, clubs, restaurants, hotels, outdoor recreation events, other).

Anti-American/Anti-Western Sentiment

Tajiks primarily receive outside news and television programming from Russia and are,
therefore, exposed to the anti-American narrative prevelant on Russian television. Despite
this, most Tajiks hold a generally positive view toward Westerners, and expressions of
anti-American behavior are rare.  

Political, Economic, Religious, and Ethnic Violence
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On September 4, 2015, and with little advance warning, a few dozen members of the military
and police, attempted a coup, stealing weapons from military bases in Dushanbe and
attacking Ministry of Internal Affairs units, killing several officers. The coup was led by a
Deputy Minister of Defense and allegedly affiliated with the former United Tajik Opposition,
one of the sides that fought in the Tajik civil war. The group fled to the mountains, where they
generated little popular support. The members of the group were killed or captured after a
prolonged siege by the security services. The general mood was one of relief when peace
was restored.   

Post Political Violence Rating:  High

Civil Unrest

The potential for spontaneous civil unrest exists. Tajiks support their President and generally
credit him for ending the civil war; however, government cronyism, pervasive corruption, and
low standards of living are potential sources of discontent. Public demonstrations are rare: 

In September 2012, after a fire destroyed much of the Korvon market, hundreds of vendors
who lost goods held a march in Dushanbe to demand that authorities compensate them. The
situation was defused when the Mayor met with the vendors on the same day and promised to
arrange compensation. 

In October 2014, the externally-based opposition movement Group 24 released a video,
calling for demonstrations in multiple cities. While the public response was negligible, the



The contents of this (U) presentation in no way represent the policies, views, or attitudes of the United States
Department of State, or the United States Government, except as otherwise noted (e.g., travel advisories, public
statements). The presentation was compiled from various open sources and (U) embassy reporting. Please note

that all OSAC products are for internal U.S. private sector security purposes only. Publishing or otherwise
distributing OSAC-derived information in a manner inconsistent with this policy may result in the discontinuation

of OSAC support.

government reacted by blocking Internet access and dramatically increasing the visible
security presence in Dushanbe.

Older Tajiks remember the privation and loss of civil war, so only the most extreme perceived
injustices would bring them into the streets. The potential reaction of Tajikistan’s large youth
generation – some 55 percent of the population is under 30 – is less predictable, but there is
an increased tendency to organize demonstrations. Several flash-mobs occurred in 2013. A
high percentage of the younger generation works outside of Tajikistan and sends remittances
to their families.

Post-specific Concerns 

Environmental Hazards

Tajikistan is vulnerable to natural disasters (earthquakes, avalanches, landslides, flash
floods). Even minor tremors could result in significant damage to non-earthquake resistant
infrastructure and poorly constructed houses.

Travel during the wintertime should be carefully considered, as avalanches, mudslides, and
flooding often block major routes. The Dushanbe-Khujand and Dushanbe-Pamirs roads can
be closed for lengthy periods due to avalanches and snow accumulation.
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Critical Infrastructure Concerns 

The majority of the country lacks consistent power, with frequent blackouts and brownouts.

Personnel-Background Concerns 

Western women, particularly those who travel alone at night, have reported incidents of
sexual harassment and attempted sexual assaults by Tajik males. 

People of African origin rarely visit Tajikistan, and African-Americans are likely to be stared at
or attract attention, mainly due to the novelty of their presence.  

99 percent of the population is Muslim. Tajik culture is conservative and generally not tolerant
of LGBTI individuals. While foreigners are unlikely to be targeted violently, it is wise to avoid
public displays of affection. 

Drug-related Crimes
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Tajikistan is a major conduit for illicit drug traffic from Afghanistan. According to the UN Office
of Drugs and Crime, approximately 100 tons of heroin pass through Tajikistan every year. The
majority of the drugs likely enter Tajikistan by the truckload at official points of entry along the
Afghan border. There are killings and skirmishes between Tajik border guards and Afghan
drug traffickers. Most of the skirmishes occur in the Hamadoni district and the Shurobad
district in the Khatlon region.

Police Response

Police do not perform the “protect and serve” function that American citizens expect from
police agencies. The primary mission of the various police agencies is to guarantee the
security of the state. Police are unable to respond to a crime in progress. Lack of resources,
low salaries, and inadequate training contribute to high corruption and a lack of
professionalism among law enforcement agencies.

Care should always be taken to have your passport and copy of it on your person. If you
encounter a situation involving the police, they will ask for it. 

How to Handle Incidents of Police Detention or Harassment

There are reliable reports of extortion and bribery in interactions between citizens and police.
Police may attempt to extort a small bribe from you.Travelers confronted with a demand for a
bribe should ask the official for his/her badge number and report the incident at the nearest
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police station.

Crime Victim Assistance

If you are a victim of a crime, you should promptly go to the nearest police station to file a
report.

Ministry of Internal Affairs

29 Tehron Street, Dushanbe

Duty Officer: 21-08-30; 227-98-98; 227-22-24

Dial - "02" (Equivalent to 911)

Operators only speak Tajik or Russian

Special Unit for Foreigners: Colonel Habibov. Cell: 918.61.01.86. Office: 227.78.55; Speaks
Tajik, Russian, and some English

Police/Security Agencies 
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The primary government bodies for policing and security are the Ministry of Internal Affairs
and the State Committee on National Security (GKNB). The Ministry of Internal Affairs
handles routine policing and internal security functions, while the GKNB is responsible for
national security and border security issues. The Drug Control Agency is primarily responsible
for investigating drug possession and trafficking cases.  

Medical Emergencies

Tajikistan’s inadequate public healthcare infrastructure has given rise to private medical
facilities that offer quality care in some specialties. Medical first responders (ambulance
crews) do not meet Western standards and are not widely available.

Contact Information for Recommended Hospitals/Clinics

Avicenna (Iranian) Clinic

34 Foteh Nyazi St.

Tel: +992 918 626414

Tel: (+992 37) 640 0104: (+992) 446400102; 446400103; 446400105

E-mail: ibnisino@mail.ru

Website: www.ibnisino.tj
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The Iranian Hospital (Avicenna) specializes in the treatment of kidney failure and heart
disease and provides emergency medical services as needed. While emergency medicine is
not their specialty, they are capable of resuscitating and stabilizing a patient.

Prospekt Medical Clinic

34 Foteh Nyazi Street

Dushanbe, Tajikistan 734001

Cell: (+992) 900005501: 900005503

Tel:(+99237)2243092

Fax:(+99237)2243062

E-mail:reception.prospect@tajnet.com

Website: www.prospektclinic.com

Prospekt Medical Clinic is a Western-style medical clinic that provides general medical care.

CDC Country-specific Vaccination and Health Guidance

Significant disease outbreaks are possible due to population shifts and a decline in some
immunization coverage among the general population. An unexpected polio outbreak in 2010
accounted for almost a third of the world’s cases that year and killed and paralyzed children in
remote villages. There are periodic outbreaks of typhoid in Dushanbe and in the south, and
there is some risk of malaria, cholera, and water-borne illnesses. Throughout Central Asia,
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rates of infection of various forms of hepatitis and tuberculosis (including drug-resistant
strains) are on the rise.

For additional information on vaccines and health guidance, please visit the CDC at:
http://wwwnc.cdc.gov/travel/destinations/tajikistan.

OSAC Country Council Information 

There is a new OSAC Country Council program in Dushanbe, and the U.S. Embassy
Regional Security Officer is always available to assist or to answer any questions. To join, the
Regional Security Officer may be contacted through the Embassy operator or via e-mail:
DS_RSO_Dushanbe@state.gov. To reach OSAC’s South and Central Asia team, please
email OSACSCA@state.gov. 

U.S. Embassy Location and Contact Information 

Embassy Address and Hours of Operation

109-A Ismoili Somoni Ave

Dushanbe, 734019 Tajikistan
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Embassy Contact Numbers

Embassy: 992-37-229-2000

After Hours Emergency: 992-98-580-1032

Fax: 992-37-229-2050

Consular: 992-37-229-2300

Fax: 992-37-229-2009

Website: http://dushanbe.usembassy.gov

Embassy Guidance

Consular assistance can be arranged for all private American citizens through appointments
with the Consular Section or through your Embassy control officer for official Americans. 

Americans are encouraged to register with the U.S. Embassy in Dushanbe through the State
Department's STEP travel registration website: https://travelregistration.state.gov/. Americans
without Internet access should register directly with the U.S. Embassy in Dushanbe as soon



The contents of this (U) presentation in no way represent the policies, views, or attitudes of the United States
Department of State, or the United States Government, except as otherwise noted (e.g., travel advisories, public
statements). The presentation was compiled from various open sources and (U) embassy reporting. Please note

that all OSAC products are for internal U.S. private sector security purposes only. Publishing or otherwise
distributing OSAC-derived information in a manner inconsistent with this policy may result in the discontinuation

of OSAC support.

as possible after arrival. By registering, American citizens make it easier for the Embassy to
contact them in case of emergency.

Tips on How to Avoid Becoming a Victim

Situational Awareness Best Practices 

The Embassy advises U.S. citizens to maintain a low profile. Try to blend in and avoid
wearing expensive jewelry that may draw attention. The Embassy advises U.S. citizens to
remain alert and vigilant. Caution should be taken when frequenting establishments that serve
alcohol, especially after dark when criminal elements are more active. The Embassy
recommends that Americans travel in pairs or larger groups and inform someone of their
whereabouts. Large crowds and demonstrations should also be avoided since police reaction
is unpredictable, and a situation could escalate quickly into violence.

Whether staying in a hotel, apartment, or guest house, always ensure that valuables are
secure. Always be careful when renting an apartment. Try to choose a place that is
well-protected from strangers, and a building that does not have a lot of floors, due to poor
construction standards in regard to seismic concerns.

Travelers should consider local customs and sensibilities when dressing. Tajikistan, especially
in rural areas, tends to be socially conservative, and visitors should be careful not to offend
local customs and sensibilities. Western attire is common.


