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The U.S. Embassy in Abu Dhabi and U.S. Consulate General in Dubai would like to remind
U.S. citizens of the continuing need to implement sound personal security practices as they
go about their daily lives.

We remind U.S. citizens to be particularly cautious when using online classified advertisement
websites, which involve in-person transactions to buy or sell goods or services.

Some examples of good safety practices when using these sites include:

Insist on a public meeting place like a cafe, bank, or shopping center.
Perform the transaction during daylight hours.

Do not invite strangers into your home.

Do not meet in a secluded place.

Be especially careful buying/selling high value items.

Tell a friend or family member where you're going.

Take your cell phone along.

Consider having a friend accompany you.

Trust your instincts.

In August 2014, the United States and its partners, including the United Arab Emirates,
commenced military action against the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL), a
designated terrorist organization, in Syria and Irag. In response to the airstrikes, ISIL called on
supporters to attack foreigners, particularly in coalition partner countries. We believe there is
an increased likelihood of reprisal attacks against U.S., Western, and coalition partner
interests throughout the world, especially in the Middle East, North Africa, Europe, and Asia.

The contents of this (U) presentation in no way represent the policies, views, or attitudes of the United States
Department of State, or the United States Government, except as otherwise noted (e.g., travel advisories, public
statements). The presentation was compiled from various open sources and (U) embassy reporting. Please note

that all OSAC products are for internal U.S. private sector security purposes only. Publishing or otherwise
distributing OSAC-derived information in a manner inconsistent with this policy may result in the discontinuation
of OSAC support.
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U.S. citizens are strongly encouraged to maintain a high level of vigilance, be aware of local
events, and take appropriate steps to bolster their personal security. Events that draw large
crowds, such as high-profile sporting events and celebrations, may pose additional risks.
Hotels, clubs, restaurants, places of

worship, schools, public areas, shopping malls, and other tourist destinations where people
gather in large numbers also may be at risk. Immediately report suspicious behavior or
activities to local authorities.

For further information:

» See the State Department's travel website for the Worldwide Caution,

Travel Warnings, Travel Alerts, and Iraq Country Specific Information.

* Enroll in the Smart Traveler Enrollment Program (STEP) to receive

security messages and make it easier to locate you in an emergency.

 Contact the U.S. Embassy in Abu Dhabi, located at Embassies District,

Plot 38, Sector W59-02, Street No. 4, and P.O. Box 4009. The telephone

number is (971) (2) 414-2200. For after-hours emergencies in Abu

Dhabi, contact the Duty Officer at (971) (2) 414-2200.

» Contact the U.S. Consulate General in Dubai, located at the corner of

Sheikh Khalifa Bin Zayed and Al Seef Streets on the Dubai Creek in Bur

Dubai. The telephone number is (971) (4) 309-4000. For after-hours

emergencies involving U.S. citizens in Dubai, contact the Duty Officer at

(971)(4) 309-4000.

* Call 1-888-407-4747 toll-free in the United States and Canada or 1-202-

501-4444 from other countries from 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. Eastern

Standard Time, Monday through Friday (except U.S. federal holidays).

* Follow us on Twitter and Facebook.
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