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Overall Crime and Safety Situation

Post Crime Rating: Medium

Crime Threats

Street crimes (pickpocketing, purse snatchings, mobile phone theft, other crimes of
opportunity) continue to be common. These cases overwhelmingly involve pickpocketing and
petty theft, mainly within the popular tourist areas and on the Metro system (both rail and bus).
Many of the incidents involve multiple perpetrators using various methods to distract their
victims.

Residential burglaries and thefts from parked vehicles for the first half of 2015 showed a slight
decrease from the numbers reported in the same time frame of 2014. 
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Reported crimes involving narcotics, weapons, or explosives also decreased as compared to
2014.

Fraud-related offenses have consistently increased over the past years, with reporting
underscoring a substantial rise in counterfeiting and forgery cases. However, these types of
cases do not receive the same level of investigative urgency as violent crime.  

Incidents of armed violence and random assaults have remained consistent with prior
reporting years. However, several violent incidents linked to organized crime or extremist
groups have occurred recently. There have also been several reported violent incidents
related to sporting events. 

Sexual assault crimes remain low relative to the size of the population. The incidence of rape
in Athens in 2014 was 1 in 100,000; for comparison, the incidence of rape in Chicago (similar
in population size to Athens) was 49 per 100,000.  

Cybersecurity Issues

Reports of cyber crimes, though also on the rise, remain infrequent in Greece. Nonetheless,
the Hellenic National Police maintains a dedicated cyber crime division to investigate such
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instances. 

Other Areas of Concern

Athens is generally a safe city, but travelers should specifically avoid the Omonia and
Syntagma areas during protests. American citizens should exercise caution in Exarchia
Square and its immediate vicinity at all times. 

Transportation-Safety Situation 

Road Safety and Road Conditions 

Greece continues to hold one of the highest rates in per-capita traffic fatalities in the EU, and
available data from the first half of 2015 suggests no change in comparison to past years. The
rate of serious vehicular accidents involving motorcycles and scooters is substantially higher
than elsewhere in Europe. The severity of traffic-related injuries is exacerbated by widespread
failure to use safety belts and motorcycle helmets. The majority of accidents occur between
5:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m., with accidents peaking during the summer months and the holiday
season.

In/around Athens and other larger cities, defensive driving is essential. Daily hazards include:
excessive speed, distracted drivers, non-compliance with right-of-way, general indifference to
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traffic laws, obscured traffic signs, and heavy traffic. In addition, motorcycles and scooters
routinely weave in/out of traffic and drive between lanes. Outside of urban areas, narrow
mountain roads and cold weather can contribute to treacherous driving conditions and
closures. 

Public Transportation Conditions 

Although there are some concerns with respect to the consistency of timetables and speed of
travel, the public transportation system provides several alternatives to driving. The Athens
Metro ranks among the most modern rail systems in the world. The bus service serves Athens
and the suburbs (along with 24-hour express shuttles to/from the airport). An additional tram
system runs from the center of the city to the southern suburbs. For further information on the
transportation system, see:
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/sources/docgener/evaluation/pdf/evasltrat_tran/greece.pdf.
 

Aviation/Airport Conditions

The U.S. Federal Aviation Administration has assessed the Greek Civil Aviation Authority as
being in compliance with International Civil Aviation Organization safety. 

Other Travel Conditions
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Small motorbike and ATV rental firms frequently do not insure their vehicles. Customers are
responsible for damages and should review their coverage before renting.

Terrorism Threat

Post Terrorism Rating: High

Local, Regional, and International Terrorism Threats/Concerns

Domestic and international terrorist groups are an ongoing concern. Police continue to
investigate and pursue members of various terrorist groups as well as to assess the possibility
of collaboration between terrorists and elements of the criminal underworld. In 2015, there
were terrorist incidents involving the use of improvised explosives, incendiary devices, and
small-arms ranging from handguns to military-type assault rifles used to attack criminal
figures, foreign businesses, or banks. 

Police believe the 17 November terrorist organization, responsible for a reported 103 attacks
and 23 killings (to include four official American government employees and one locally
employed staff), was disbanded following the arrests and prosecutions of many of its
members in the run-up to the 2004 Olympics. The re-capture of Christodoulos Xiros in
January 2015, one of the key members of 17 November, dramatically reduced the group’s
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operational effectiveness, as police subsequently arrested Xiros’s collaborators and other
sympathizers  

Revolutionary Struggle, a terrorist group that gained notoriety in 2007 when it attacked the
U.S. Embassy with a rocket propelled grenade, advocates an anti-globalization and anarchist
ideology. Its members have been charged with assassinations of government officials and
bombings of police stations, banks, and other symbols of national authority. One of its key
leaders, Nikolaos Maziotis, was recaptured in July 2014. Three other associates were
arrested in May and September 2015 and charged with membership in a terrorist
organization.

Radical anarchist groups use arson, gas canister attacks, and Molotov cocktails to promulgate
their anarchist and/or leftist ideologies. These incidents have targeted journalists, politicians,
and political party offices and appear to be an effort to cause property damage rather than
death or physical injuries. Often, these groups make anonymous calls to the media and police
or post messages on anarchist websites, giving advance warning. Conspiracy of Fire Nuclei is
an indigenous anarchist group with global reach that was designated as a terrorist
organization in 2011. The group first appeared in 2008 with a wave of firebombing attacks but
is most known for a series of package bombs that targeted foreign embassies, diplomats, and
European leaders in 2010. Statements from the group are particularly anti-capitalist. On
December 29, 2014, 14 members were brought to trial; this trial is ongoing.

There are several smaller groups of unknown operational capacity in Greece. The Group of
People’s Fighters claimed responsibility for a December 30, 2013, attack at the German
Ambassador’s residence and a failed rocket attack on a Mercedes Benz dealership outside
Athens at the beginning of 2014. The group also claimed responsibility for the December 2014
shooting attack on the Israeli Embassy and for an attack against the offices of the Hellenic
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Federation of Enterprises on November 24, 2015.  

International terrorism continues to be a concern. The DHKP/C, a Turkish organization
believed responsible for the February 1, 2013, attack on the U.S. Embassy in Ankara,
maintains a presence in Greece. The Hellenic Police have conducted several high profile
investigations, resulting in the arrests of DHKP/C members. Police arrested 16 suspected
members of DHKP/C in two raids in the summer of 2013 and February 2014 for numerous
criminal violations and a possible connection to an attempted terrorist attack in Turkey. Of
those arrested, 13 suspects were tried in January 2015. Sentences were issued to 11 of those
tried and ranged from three to seven years; of the 11 sentences, six were commuted to
monetary fines.

Greece is particularly attractive as the first point of entry for many migrants coming from the
Middle East and Northern Africa to Europe by sea. However, these migrants nearly always
leave Greece for other European countries.

Anti-American/Anti-Western Sentiment

Anarchists have targeted U.S. multinational companies, resulting in significant property
damage. Incendiary devices have been placed at both Greek and American ATMs, destroying
several. Attacks against U.S. business interests are usually conducted with the intent to cause
damage along with embarrassment or financial loss. 
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Political, Economic, Religious, and Ethnic Violence

Post Political Violence Rating: High

Civil Unrest 

Demonstrations take place in Athens and Thessaloniki on an almost daily basis.
Demonstrations are organized by labor unions, political parties, leftist anti-authoritarian
groups, student groups, and other groups in the public and civilian sector. Demonstrations are
generally directed against the political and economic policies of the government. These
demonstrations vary in size.

In 2015, there were over 1,000 protests in Attica prefecture (Athens, Piraeus, suburbs, and
townships) with a majority of the demonstrations consisting of fewer than 200 people. In
Thessaloniki, 55 demonstrations passed by or took place very close to the U.S. Consulate, a
notable increase from 2014. Demonstrations occur annually on November 17, the anniversary
of the 1973 student uprising against the military regime. 

Although most demonstrations are peaceful, anarchist groups are known to infiltrate
demonstrations to create chaos. Violent anarchists often gather in the Athens University or
Polytechnic University areas or the Exarchia or Omonia Squares in Athens before marching
toward the city center, particularly to Syntagma Square. In Thessaloniki, the most prominent
anarchist gathering areas are the Arch of Galerius (Kamara) and Aristotle University Campus.
Those areas should be avoided during demonstrations. Violent anarchist groups have joined
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public demonstrations to clash with police and vandalize public and private property. Riot
control methods include the use of tear gas and/or water cannon. Visitors should stay
informed about demonstrations from local news sources and hotel security. Information
regarding demonstrations that have been brought to the attention of the U.S. Embassy can be
found on the Embassy website and on our Consular Section Facebook page.

Strikes in the transportation sector can affect traffic and public transportation, to include taxis,
ports, and airports; most are of short duration, but travelers should always reconfirm flight
arrangements before heading to the airport. 

Post-specific Concerns 

Environmental Hazards

Greece is in a seismically active region and is at risk for earthquakes. Several significant
earthquakes have occurred, including August 14, 2013; October 12, 2013; and February 3,
2014.

Forest fires in the dry summer months are also a concern. In August 2009, fires consumed
much of the area in/around Pentelis Mountain (just 8 km outside of the Athens city center).
High winds significantly contributed to the blazes. Although most of the devastation occurred
in uninhabited forest areas, hundreds of residents sustained severe property losses, and the
fires’ proximity to Athens was a major concern.
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Disaster preparedness information and specific suggestions to help mitigate the impact of
wildfires and earthquakes is available from the U.S. Federal Emergency Management Agency
(FEMA). In any natural disaster, follow the instructions of local authorities. The General
Secretariat for Civil Protection, which responds to emergencies, may be reached at
210-335-9932/33.

Critical Infrastructure Concerns 

There are no significant concerns regarding threats to, or the vulnerability of, Greece’s critical
infrastructure. A snapshot of Greece’s infrastructure and possible impact on the business
environment can be found at http://www.investingreece.gov.gr/default.asp?pid=17&la=1. More
exhaustive information may be found on the official websites for the Ministry of Infrastructure,
Transport and Network (http://www.yme.gr/index.php?getwhat=1&oid=531&id=&tid=531) or
the Center for Security Studies (KEMEA), which serves as the National Authority regarding
Critical Infrastructure Protection (http://www.kemea.gr/index.php/en/nationalcontactpoint). 

Economic Espionage/Intellectual Property Thefts

The main intellectual property issues are copyright infringement and the sale of counterfeit
trademarked merchandise. However, counterfeit sales continue to decline, according to
industry sources, due to the codification of legal authority for police to confiscate counterfeit
merchandise.
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Personnel-Background Concerns

There have been reports of unprovoked harassment and violent attacks against persons who,
because of their complexion, are perceived to be foreign migrants. U.S. citizens most at risk
are those of African, Asian, Hispanic, or Middle Eastern descent. Travelers are urged to
exercise caution, especially in the immediate vicinity of Omonia and Exarchia Square from
sunset to sunrise. The U.S. Embassy has confirmed reports of U.S. African-American citizens
detained by police authorities conducting sweeps for illegal immigrants in Athens. The
Hellenic National Police has a dedicated unit that deals with these types of incidents; they can
be contacted by dialing 11414.

Drug-related Crimes

Greece continues to be a transit point for drug trafficking between drug-producing countries in
the east and drug-consuming countries in the west. Drug trafficking remains a significant issue
in Greece’s battle against organized crime. Available data through June 2015 reflects a
decrease in the number of narcotics-related cases for the year. 

Kidnapping Threat
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Kidnappings, while extremely rare, remain a concern for law enforcement authorities. A single
case was reported in 2015 that the police successfully resolved. Two other attempted
kidnappings were also reported.  

Police Response

Although Greece has a large national police department totaling approximately 52,000
officers, severe budget constraints and antipathy toward the police have served to limit their
efficacy in deterring crime. Police skills, tactical skills, and emergency response capabilities
are adequate although access to resources fall short of U.S. law enforcement standards in
many respects. Emergency police (and emergency medical service) are often hampered by
significant traffic congestion. 

U.S. citizens are strongly urged to carry their passport or some form of photo identification
with them at all times. You may be taken in for questioning by the police if you do not have
your passport with you.

How to Handle Incidents of Police Detention or Harassment

If you are detained by the police, please contact American Citizen Services at 210-7202414.
For after-hours, weekends, and holidays, call the Embassy Receptionist at +30-210-720-2490
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Crime Victim Assistance

If you are a victim of a crime, the central police phone number is 100. The phone number for
emergency services in English, French, and German is 112. For incidents believed to be
racially-motivated, please contact 11414.

Police/Security Agencies 

DIAS: This is a unit of motorcycle police who are responsible for police patrols and emergency
response in Athens, Piraeus, and their suburbs. Each DIAS unit consists of two uniformed
policemen on a motorcycle.

Police Section of Explosive Ordinance Disposal (EOD): The mission of the Hellenic Police
EOD is to identify, collect, and render safe improvised explosive devices and improvised
incendiary devices. It assists in crime scene investigations in relation to explosive devices and
or subsequent explosions.

Criminal Investigations Police Directorate (Forensics Lab): This Directorate is based in Athens
with a subdivision in Thessaloniki and has nationwide responsibility. The Directorate consists
of: Department of Fingerprints, Department of Science Laboratories, Department of Chemical
Laboratories, Department of Scientific Investigations, Department of Modus Operandi,
Department of Statistical Data, Department of Archives, and Department of Internal
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Operations.

Police Directorate for Countering Special Violent Crimes (Counter-Terrorism Unit): This unit is
responsible for the investigations of terrorist-related incidents. The unit reports directly to the
Chief of the Hellenic Police. There are two divisions: one in Athens; the other in Thessaloniki.

EKAM - Special Suppressive Counter-Terrorism Unit (SWAT): This unit’s mission is to
respond to serious, exceptionally dangerous situations, along with responding to regions
having been contaminated by CBRN substances. EKAM supports and participates in search
and rescue operations and coordinates evacuations during major disasters or accidents.

Medical Emergencies

Dial 166 (The emergency operator will receive the call, assess the nature of the emergency,
and direct the ambulance to pick up and transport the patient to the assigned on-call public
hospital. This service will not transport patients to private hospitals.).

Contact Information for Recommended Hospitals/Clinics

Athens:
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Hygeia Hospital – 210-686-7000, Kifisias Ave & 4 Erythrou Stavrou, 15123 Marousi

Mitera Hospital – 210-686-9000, Kifisias Ave & Erythrou Stavrou, 15123 Marousi

Euroclinic Athens – 210-641-6600, 9 Athanasiadou St, Ampelokipi

Thessaloniki:

Interbalkan Hospital – 2310-400000, 10 Asklipiou St., Pylea, 57001 Thessaloniki

Available Air Ambulance Services

The following companies are known to service Greece. This list is not exhaustive and services
have not been utilized by the Embassy.

www.Greekflyingdoctors.gr  (Greece)

ops@europassistance-usa.com  (US)

www.globalrescue.com  (US)

airambulance@healix.com , www.healix-international.com   (UK)
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Recommended Insurance Posture

General travel insurance with medevac is always recommended. 

Country-specific Vaccination and Health Guidance 

For additional information on vaccines and health guidance, please visit the CDC at:
http://wwwnc.cdc.gov/travel/destinations/traveler/none/greece. 

OSAC Country Council Information 

Athens has an active OSAC Country Council that meets quarterly. Additionally, there is a
Maritime Sub-Committee that meets yearly and an Academic Sub-Committee that meets
quarterly. For additional information on the Country Council, please contact the Regional
Security Office through the Embassy receptionists: +30-210-720-2490/2491. To reach the
OSAC Europe team, please email OSACEUR@state.gov.

U.S. Embassy Location and Contact Information 
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Embassy Address and Hours of Operation 

91 Vasilisis Sophias Avenue

10160 Athens, Greece

Office hours are 8:30 am to 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday (Greek and American holidays
excluded).

Embassy Contact Numbers

Telephone: +30-210-721-2951 

Fax: +30-210-645-2559 

Embassy Receptionist (24/7): +30-210-720-2490/2491

American Citizen Services after-hours: +30-694-679-1788 (Duty Officer Cell Phone)

Regional Security Officer Paul Avallone: +30-210-720-2855

Website: http://athens.usembassy.gov/

Nearby Posts
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Consulate Thessaloniki: http://thessaloniki.usconsulate.gov/

Tips on How to Avoid Becoming a Victim

Scams 

Travelers are warned to refuse invitations by strangers met on the street to come into local
bars, especially in the Monastiraki, Syntagma, or Glyfada areas. This is a ploy to lure
individuals into small bars where they can be extorted for large amounts of cash for
supposedly purchased drinks with the threat of physical harm if they refuse to pay. The scam
is normally run by young women and men who speak excellent English.

Situational Awareness Best Practices 

Visitors should exercise the same degree of caution and common sense security measures
that they would in any large city. Be discreet when discussing plans and organizing your
belongings upon your initial arrival. Safeguard valuables and do not carry large amounts of
cash or unneeded credit cards. Visitors should be particularly careful on crowded streets and
other high-density areas (entertainment areas, department stores, restaurants, underground
pedestrian street-crossings, on crowded public transportation). Always be aware of your
surroundings and report unusual behavior to the police.
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Plan ahead and know where you are going. If you are driving and walk to your car alone at
night, carry your keys in your hand. Get an alarm system that unlocks your car from a key fob
(so you can enter the car quickly). The system should also have an alarm you can activate
remotely from the key fob. Park in illuminated areas, lock all doors, and take careful note of
the location so that you can return directly to your car. Check the back seat before getting in
your car.

If you need to use an ATM, try to use one located inside a bank or hotel. Do not use ATMs in
dark or isolated areas. Even when using ATMs in illuminated, crowded areas, be aware that
purse-snatchers and pickpockets may be watching to learn where you are carrying your
money and whether it is a significant amount. If practical, find another location (such as the
next store you go to) to put the money in a different location from where you put it when you
made your ATM transaction. Before placing your card in the ATM, check the machine to see if
anything is stuck to the machine or if it looks unusual in any way. (Run your fingertip
horizontally across the card intake slot. If you feel anything protruding, it may be a sleeve for
capturing your card then stealing it when you leave.) When using an ATM, stay focused on
what you are doing, cover the keypad with your free hand to prevent anyone from seeing your
PIN, and avoid doing anything that will distract you from completing the transaction.

Never agree to go to a bar or club with someone you have just met on the street. Sexual
assaults of U.S. citizens, including date/acquaintance rape, are not uncommon. Drink alcohol
in moderation and stay in control. Never leave your drink unattended in a bar or club. Some
bars and clubs serve counterfeit or homemade spirits of unknown potency.



The contents of this (U) presentation in no way represent the policies, views, or attitudes of the United States
Department of State, or the United States Government, except as otherwise noted (e.g., travel advisories, public
statements). The presentation was compiled from various open sources and (U) embassy reporting. Please note

that all OSAC products are for internal U.S. private sector security purposes only. Publishing or otherwise
distributing OSAC-derived information in a manner inconsistent with this policy may result in the discontinuation

of OSAC support.

Visitors during Easter are strongly urged to exercise caution when attending the celebrations
that occur at midnight on Holy Saturday. Festivities normally involved the large scale use of
fireworks, some of which are homemade and illegal. There have been incidents where
spectators have suffered severe, sometimes fatal, injuries.


