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Security Message for U.S. Citizens: Abuja (Nigeria), Targeted Killing of Polio Workers

Murder; Terrorism

Africa > Nigeria > Abuja

2/12/2013

The U.S. Embassy in Nigeria alerts U.S. citizens that Nigerian polio vaccine workers have
recently been targeted by extremist groups in Northern Nigeria following the dissemination of
erroneous reports that vaccination is harmful to children’s health.  On February 8, armed
assailants killed nine Nigerian polio workers in Kano in two separate attacks.  Separately,
assailants killed three North Korean medical doctors in Yobe State, apparently not associated
with the polio vaccination program. 
Over the past year, extremists attacked many locations in Nigeria, killing and injuring
hundreds of people.  They have threatened churches, mosques, media houses, police
stations, immigration and customs offices, transportation centers, financial institutions, large
hotels, shopping malls and markets, state government offices, communications centers, beer
gardens, and nightclubs.  Attackers have also damaged and destroyed public and private
schools, educational institutions, cell towers, electrical stations, and churches in many
northern and central states.  Additionally, extremists continue to target westerners for
abduction.  The security situation in some parts of Nigeria remains fluid and unpredictable.
We strongly recommend that U.S. citizens traveling to or residing in Nigeria enroll in the
Department of State’s Smart Traveler Enrollment Program (STEP).  STEP enrollment gives
you the latest security updates, and makes it easier for the U.S. embassy or nearest U.S.
consulate to contact you in an emergency.  If you do not have internet access, enroll directly
with the nearest U.S. Embassy or Consulate.
Regularly monitor the State Department's Bureau of Consular Affairs website, where you can
find current Travel Warnings, including the Travel Warning for Nigeria, Travel Alerts, and the
Worldwide Caution.  Read the Country Specific Information for Nigeria.  For additional
information; refer to "A Safe Trip Abroad" on the State Department's website.
Contact the U.S. embassy or consulate for up-to-date information on travel restrictions.  You
can also call 1-888-407-4747 toll-free from within the United States and Canada, or
1-202-501-4444 from other countries.  These numbers are available from 8:00 a.m. to 8:00
p.m. Eastern Time, Monday through Friday (except U.S. federal holidays).  Follow us on
Twitter and the Bureau of Consular Affairs page on Facebook as well, or you can download
our free Smart Traveler App, available through iTunes and the Android marketplace, for travel
information at your fingertips. 
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The U.S. Embassy in Abuja, located at Plot 1075 Diplomatic Drive, Central District Area, is
open Monday - Thursday 7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. and Friday 7:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.  The U.S.
Consulate General in Lagos, located at 2 Walter Carrington Crescent, Victoria Island, is open
Monday-Thursday from 7:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. and Friday 7:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  The U.S.
Embassy in Abuja can be reached by telephone, including after-hours emergencies, at
+234(9) 461-4000, or by email at ConsularAbuja@state.gov.  The U.S. Consulate General in
Lagos can be reached by telephone, including after-hours emergencies at +234(1)
460-3600 or +234 (1) 460-3400, or by email at LagosACS@state.gov.  For more information,
please visit the U.S. Mission in Nigeria website.


