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The National Youth Council of the Central African Republic (CAR) and possibly other parties
are planning a march scheduled to take place in Bangui beginning the morning of December
21, 2012. The demonstration is reportedly in support of Central African Republic Armed
Forces (FACA) and condemns what march organizers have described as “foreign hands that
are seeking to destabilize the Central African Republic.” Given the environment of heightened
tensions following attacks in northern CAR this week, we wish to remind U.S. citizens that
even marches and gatherings intended to be peaceful can turn confrontational and possibly
escalate into violence. The U.S. Embassy recommends that U.S. citizens avoid all public
gatherings, limit movement during the period of demonstrations and exercise caution while
traveling within Bangui.

You can stay in touch and get Embassy updates by checking the U.S. Embassy Bangui web
site. You can also stay up to date by bookmarking our Bureau of Consular Affairs website,
which contains the current Travel Warnings and Travel Alerts as well as the Worldwide
Caution. Follow us on Twitter and the Bureau of Consular Affairs page on Facebook as well
or you can download our free Smart Traveler iPhone App for travel information at your
fingertips. If you don't have internet access, current information on safety and security can
also be obtained by calling 1-888-407-4747 toll-free in the United States and Canada, or for
callers from outside the United States, a regular toll line at 1-202-501-4444. These numbers
are available from 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. Eastern Time, Monday through Friday (except U.S.
federal holidays).

The contents of this (U) presentation in no way represent the policies, views, or attitudes of the United States
Department of State, or the United States Government, except as otherwise noted (e.g., travel advisories, public
statements). The presentation was compiled from various open sources and (U) embassy reporting. Please note
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If you are going to live in or travel to CAR, please take the time to tell us about your trip by
enrolling in the Smart Traveler Enrollment Program. If you enroll, we can keep you up to date
with important safety and security announcements. It will also help your friends and family get
in touch with you in an emergency. You should remember to keep all of your information in
STEP up to date. It is important during enrollment or updating of information to include your
current phone number and current email address where you can be reached in case of an
emergency.

The U.S. Embassy in Bangui is located on Avenue David Dacko. The Embassy’s telephone
number is +236-21-61-02-00; callers within the CAR should dial 21-61-02-00. For after-hours
emergencies, U.S. citizens should call +236-75-40-10-50 and ask to speak with the duty
officer.
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