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This weekend U.S. citizens should remain alert following Friday prayers in order to avoid
anticipated demonstrations that could result in clashes and police operations throughout
Egypt.  Media reports suggest anti-Muslim Brotherhood demonstrators are calling for large
crowds at Ittihadiya Palace in Cairo on Friday; while in Alexandria reports indicate Abu Ismail
supporters may come to al-Qaed Ibrahim mosque, elevating the potential for clashes with
opposition parties.

This Saturday, December 22, the second phase of the constitutional referendum will take
place.  While the first phase was largely peaceful, there is the potential for violence around
polling stations and at political party headquarters. We have seen reports that supporters of
the Muslim Brotherhood may gather in response to election results, increasing the likelihood
of clashes should they come into contact with rival groups.  Although spontaneous
demonstrations and clashes can occur anywhere, U.S. citizens should be especially vigilant to
avoid known rally points where protests are likely to form, such as Tahrir Square, Ittihadiya
Palace (Heliopolis), and downtown Alexandria in the vicinity of al-Qaed Ibrahim mosque. 

For those who are celebrating the holidays in Egypt, please exercise good situational
awareness and incorporate effective safety measures into your daily routine.  Perpetrators of
criminal or terror acts might use the distraction of the holidays as a cover for their actions. 
Best practices to avoid becoming a victim include: 

-         Be aware of your surroundings; know what fits and what looks out of place.

-         Report suspicious activity.
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-         Vary your times and routes, don’t be predictable.

-         Elevate awareness when you may be most vulnerable, arriving/departing
residence/work.

-         Look out the window or peephole before leaving the home; scan the area when arriving
at a destination.

-         Check your vehicle prior to getting in; look for signs of tampering.

-         Use your locks at home and in the car.

-         Screen visitors; don’t share information with those that don’t have a need to know.

-         Brief any family members on all security information, and discuss what to do if
something occurs.

-         Ask questions if you don’t understand something.

-         Have a plan and think ahead (play the “what if” game), know who to call and where to
go for help.

-         To the extent possible, travel with a friend or family member.

-         Be cognizant of what you carry and how it may elevate your profile, such as a backpack
or purse.

As a matter of general practice, U.S. citizens should avoid areas where large gatherings may
occur.  Even demonstrations or events intended to be peaceful can turn confrontational and
possibly escalate into violence.  U.S. citizens in Egypt are urged to monitor local news reports
and to plan their activities accordingly.

The Embassy reminds U.S. citizens to review their personal security plans and remain alert to
their surroundings at all times in Egypt.  For the latest security information, U.S. citizens
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traveling abroad should regularly monitor the Department of State’s Internet website where
the Worldwide Caution,  Country Specific Information for Egypt, Travel Warnings, and Travel
Alerts, including the current Travel Alert for Egypt, can be found.  You can also follow the
Bureau of Consular Affairs on Twitter and on Facebook.  You can also download our free
Smart Traveler Appavailable through iTunes and the Android market to have travel
information at your fingertips.   Up-to-date information on security can also be obtained by
calling 1-888-407-4747 toll-free in the United States and Canada, or, for callers outside of the
United States and Canada, on a regular toll-line at 1-202-501-4444.  These numbers are
available from 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. Eastern Time, Monday through Friday (except U.S.
federal holidays). 

U.S. citizens are advised to maintain valid travel documents and enroll with the Department of
State or the U.S. Embassy Cairo through the State Department’s Smart Traveler Enrollment
Program website.  If you enroll we can keep you up to date with important safety and security
announcements and can also help your family and friends get in touch with you in an
emergency.  U.S. citizens without Internet access may enroll directly with the nearest U.S.
Embassy or Consulate. 

For further information, U.S. citizens may call the Embassy’s American Citizens Services Unit
at 2797-2301 during business hours, Sunday to Thursday from 8:00 a.m. until 4:30 p.m. 
Please refer to the American Citizens Services Facebook page at: 
www.facebook.com/USEmbassyCairoACS.  For emergencies after business hours and on
weekends and holidays, U.S. citizens can contact the Embassy Duty Officer via the Embassy
switchboard at 2797-3300.  The Embassy is located at 5 Tawfik Diab Street (formerly known
as Latin America Street), Garden City, Cairo.


