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Emergency Message for U.S. Citizens: Jammu and Kashmir (India) Statements Provoke

Political Violence

South Central Asia > India > New Delhi

9/14/2012

This is to alert all U.S. citizens in India, or planning to travel to India in the near future, of
statements made by regional leaders in Jammu and Kashmir calling for U.S. citizens to
“immediately leave”. Embassy contacts in Jammu and Kashmir report that they are taking
special security precautions in light of these statements.
Per our most recent Country Specific Information (CSI), the Department of State strongly
recommends that you avoid travel to the state of Jammu and Kashmir (with the exception of
visits to the eastern Ladakh region and its capital, Leh) because of the potential for terrorist
incidents, as well as violent public unrest. U.S. government employees are prohibited from
traveling to Jammu and Kashmir (except for Ladakh) without permission, which is only
granted by the U.S. Embassy in New Delhi in exceptional circumstances. A number of terrorist
groups operate in the state, targeting security forces in the region, particularly along the Line
of Control (LOC) separating Indian and Pakistani-controlled Kashmir, and those stationed in
primary tourist destinations in the Kashmir Valley: Srinagar, Gulmarg, and Pahalgam. Since
1989, as many as 60,000 people (terrorists, security forces, and civilians) have been killed in
the Kashmir conflict. Foreigners are particularly visible, vulnerable, and at risk. In the past,
serious communal violence left the state mostly paralyzed due to massive strikes and
business shut downs, and U.S. citizens have had to be evacuated by local police. The Indian
government prohibits foreign tourists from visiting certain areas along the LOC.
Updated information on travel and security may be obtained from the Department of State by
calling 1-888-407-4747 toll-free in the United States and Canada or, for callers outside
the United States and Canada, a regular toll line at 1-202-501-4444.  For further information,
please consult the Worldwide Caution and other consular information, including Country
Specific Information, for specific countries.  These products and the latest international travel
information for U.S. citizens are available on the Bureau of Consular Affairs website. Follow
us on Twitter and the Bureau of Consular Affairs page on Facebook as well.  You can also
download our free Smart Traveler iPhone app to have travel information at your fingertips. 
 
U.S. citizens with questions or concerns may contact the American Citizens Services Unit of
the Embassy or the Consulates General for further information:
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·         The U.S. Embassy in New Delhi is located at Shanti Path, Chanakya Puri 110021;
telephone +91-11-2419-8000; fax +91-11-2419-8587.  For after-hours emergencies, please
call the 24-hour operator at (+91-11) 2419-8000 and ask for American Citizen Services.
·         The U.S. Consulate General in Mumbai (Bombay) is located at C-49, G-Block, Bandra
Kurla Complex, Bandra East, Mumbai 400051Phone: (22) 2672-4000.  For after-hours
emergencies, please call the 24-hour operator at (+91-22) 2672-4000 and ask for American
Citizens Services. If you are calling from within India, but outside Mumbai, first dial 022.
·          The U.S. Consulate General in Chennai (Madras) is at 220 Anna Salai, Gemini Circle,
600006, telephone +91-44-2857-4000; fax +91-44-2811-2027.  For after-hours emergencies,
please call the 24-hour operator at (+91-44) 2857-4000 and ask for American Citizen
Services. If you are calling from within India, but outside Chennai, first dial 044-.
·         The U.S. Consulate General in Kolkata (Calcutta) is at 5/1 Ho Chi Minh Sarani, 700071;
telephone +91-33-3984-2400; fax +91-33-2282-2335.  For after-hours emergencies, please
call our primary hotline cell phone (91) 99030 42956.  If unable to reach the cell phone, please
call (91) (33) 3984-2400 and dial "0" and ask for the Duty Officer.
·         The U.S. Consulate General in Hyderabad is at Paigah Palace, 1-8-323, Chiran Fort
Lane, Begumpet, Secunderabad 500 003; telephone: +91 (40) 4033-8300. For after-hours
emergencies, please call the 24-hour operator at (+91-40) 4033-8300 and ask for American
Citizen Services. If you are calling from within India, but outside Hyderabad, first dial 040-.


