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Emergency Message for U.S. Citizens: Puerto Peñasco/Rocky Point (Mexico), Violence
Towards American Citizens
Crime

Western Hemisphere > Mexico > Nogales

7/31/2012

This Security Message has been issued to encourage U.S. citizens traveling to and residing in
Puerto Peñasco (Rocky Point) to use caution while conducting business or leisure activities
within the city and the surrounding region. In recent months several home invasions,
robberies, and assaults have occurred, including a home invasion and assault that left a U.S.
citizen severely injured. In a separate incident, vacationers, many of whom were U.S. citizens,
were victims of a home invasion during which adults and children were held at gunpoint while
the house was robbed and a woman was sexually assaulted. Additionally, on July 19th, a gun
battle erupted between members of a Transnational Criminal Organization which left six
people dead, including a Mexican police officer. The gun battle occurred in downtown Puerto
Peñasco in broad daylight. U.S. citizens visiting Puerto Peñasco are encouraged to maintain a
high level of vigilance, be aware of local events, and take appropriate steps to bolster their
personal security. 

U.S. citizens visiting Puerto Peñasco are urged to use the Lukeville, Arizona border crossing,
to limit driving through Mexico, and to limit travel to main roads during daylight hours. For
additional information, please refer to "A Safe Trip Abroad" at the following website:
http://travel.state.gov/travel/tips/safety/safety_1747.html Please review the Department of
State’s Travel Warning concerning travel within Mexico and the state of Sonora, available at
http://travel.state.gov/travel/cis_pa_tw/tw/tw_5665.html. Finally, we encourage U.S. citizens
living or traveling abroad to enroll in our Smart Traveler Enrollment Program at
https://travelregistration.state.gov/ibrs/ui/ to receive updated information on travel and
security. Americans without internet access may register in person or by phone with the
nearest U.S. Embassy or Consulate. By registering, American citizens make it easier for the
Embassy or Consulate to contact them in case of emergency. 

For any emergencies involving American citizens in the Nogales consular district, please call
or visit the American Citizens Services (ACS) Unit at the U.S. Consulate General on Calle
San Jose S/N, Fraccionamiento, Los Alamos, Nogales, Sonora. Telephone 011


