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Emergency Message for U.S. Citizens: Santo Domingo (Dominican Republic), Armed
Robbery at Las Americas International Airport
Burglary; Assault

Western Hemisphere > Dominican Republic > Santo Domingo

6/5/2012

The U.S. Embassy in Santo Domingo informs U.S. citizens visiting the Dominican Republic
there has been an increase in armed robbery against U.S. citizens arriving at Las Americas
International Airport near Santo Domingo during the evening hours.  Criminals impersonating
police are stopping travelers along various highways after they depart the airport.  Some of
these incidents have been violent as the assailants used gunfire to pull over vehicles which
failed to respond to the flashing lights.  The gunmen forced the occupants out of their vehicles
and robbed them of valuables. In some incidents, travelers staying in private residences
instead of hotels are followed to where they will be staying and attacked and robbed as they
try to enter the premises.
While no U.S. citizens have been killed during these robberies, the U.S. Embassy has
received reports of several injuries. These incidents have occurred at night and in either
private vehicles or public taxis.  It is currently unknown how the victims are targeted and
whether they are identified within the terminal.  U.S. citizens arriving at the Las Americas
International Airport should take necessary precautions, or consider scheduling arrival times
during the daylight hours.
The Consular Section of the U.S. Embassy is located at the corner of Calle C&eacute;sar
Nicol&aacute;s Penson and Avenida M&aacute;ximo G&oacute;mez. The American Citizens
Services (ACS) Unit can be reached by telephone at 809-731-4294, or via email at
sdoamericans@state.gov. ACS Unit office hours are 7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday through
Thursday, Friday 7:30 a.m. to 12:15 p.m., except on U.S. and Dominican holidays. The
Chancery of the U.S. Embassy is located a quater-mile away from the Consular Section, at
the corner of Calle C&eacute;sar Nicol&aacute;s Penson and Calle Leopoldo Navarro. The
telephone number is 809-221-2171.


