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Emergency Message for U.S. Citizens: Abuja (Nigeria), Boko Haram Planning Attacks in
Abuja
Religious Terrorism

Africa > Nigeria > Abuja; Africa > Nigeria > Lagos

4/18/2012

The U.S. Mission in Nigeria issues the following emergency message for the attention of all
U.S. citizens in Abuja, Nigeria.
 
The U.S. Embassy has received information that Boko Haram may be planning attacks in
Abuja, Nigeria, including against hotels frequently visited by Westerners.  The U.S.
government has no additional information regarding the timing of these possible attacks.  The
Nigerian government is aware of the threat and is actively implementing security measures.
 
The Embassy reminds U.S. citizens to exercise additional caution.   Please maintain a high
state of vigilance and personal security awareness, particularly in and around Abuja, Federal
Capital Territory, near Nigerian government facilities, diplomatic missions, large gathering
places, hotels, markets and malls, and places of worship.   We advise all U.S. citizens to
review their personal security plans, remain aware of their surroundings, including local
events, monitor local news stations for updates, and report specific incidences of targeted
violence to the U.S. Embassy in Abuja or the U. S. Consulate General in Lagos at the
numbers below.  For additional information, please refer to "A Safe Trip Abroad.
 
U.S. citizens who travel to or reside in Nigeria are strongly advised to enroll through the State
Department’s Smart Traveler Enrollment Program (STEP).   U.S. citizens without Internet
access may enroll directly with the nearest U.S. Embassy or Consulate.  By enrolling, you
make it easier for the U.S. Embassy or Consulate to contact you in case of emergency.
 
U.S. citizens should contact the U.S. Embassy in Abuja or the U.S. Consulate General in
Lagos for up-to-date information on any restrictions.  The U.S. Embassy in Abuja is open
Monday - Thursday 7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. and Friday 7:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.  The U.S.
Consulate General in Lagos is open Monday-Thursday from 7:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. and Friday
7:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  The U.S. Embassy in Abuja can be reached by telephone, including
after-hours emergencies, at +234(9) 461-4000.  The U.S. Consulate General in Lagos can be
reached by telephone, including after-hours emergencies at +234(1) 460-3600 or +234 (1)
460-3400.
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Current information on safety and security can also be obtained by
calling 1-888-407-4747 toll-free in the United States or a regular toll line at-1-202-501-4444 for
callers from other countries.  These numbers are available from 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Eastern Time, Monday through Friday (except U.S. federal holidays).  You can also stay up to
date by bookmarking our Bureau of Consular Affairs website, which contains the
current Travel Warnings and Travel Alerts as well as the Worldwide Caution.  Follow us
on Twitter and the Bureau of Consular Affairs page on Facebook as well.


