
Page 1 of 1

Emergency Message to U.S. Citizens: Dhahran (Saudi Arabia), Chemical Spill

Other Threat / Incident

Near East > Saudi Arabia > Dhahran

10/12/2011

The Consulate General advises U.S. citizens that the Civil Defense Authority released a
message this morning announcing an industrial accident last evening at the facility of Middle
East Engineering Ltd, in the Dammam First Industrial City.  According to authorities, a
chemical leak in the early morning hours has caused severe respiratory problems.  As a
result, schools and businesses have closed in the following neighborhoods:   Abdullah Fouad,
Dammam Eskan, Nasrya, Khaldia, the railway neighborhood, Rayan, Jameyeen, Markabat,
Rawda, Labor City, Prince Mohammed bin Saud neighborhood, National Guard, Safa,
Petromeen, and Nozha. 
Local authorities and sources report that the spill has been contained and the effects of the
chemicals should dissipate in approximately 12 hours.
The Consulate General advises U.S. citizens to avoid the area.  Those residents who are not
able to temporarily leave the aforementioned neighborhoods should comply with the Civil
Defense Authority recommendation to stay in their homes and close all doors and windows. 
The Consulate General will continue to monitor and assess the situation, and will advise as
new information becomes available.


